
Happy Fall, everyone!

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter. Our department has had a busy summer, and we are happy
to report that we have made significant progress across our initiatives.

We hit the ground running with our Suicide Prevention booth in June. Over the summer, our staff took the Suicide
Prevention booth to Eagle Butte, Mission, Brookings, Sioux Falls, Rapid City, Mobridge, Oacoma, and Martin! My staff
reported having very meaningful and compassionate conversations with those who have lost loved ones to
suicide, and with those who were interested in spreading awareness about the 988 number. Although we have a
small staff, suicide prevention is one of our main initiatives, and we recognize the importance of spreading
awareness about the 988 number, so my staff are ready to come to your communities. If you have an upcoming
Tribal event and would like our booth to attend, please email dtrsocialmedia@state.sd.us. 

In September, our department hosted the annual State-Tribal Opioid and Methamphetamine Prevention Summit in
Pierre. We focused on the importance of Tribal Sovereignty, different ways to support treatment and prevention,
staying aware of current drug trends and related crime, and our shared commitment to keeping people safe and
healthy in South Dakota, especially in Tribal communities. We were thankful to have tribal leaders join us, including
Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe President Ryan Kills-A-Hundred, Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe Chief of Police Brian
Arnold, and Flandreau Social Services Coordinator Jessica Morson. We’re grateful for your support and look
forward to keeping these conversations going.

August was an especially busy month. I attended the Great Plains Tribal Chairmen’s Association Law Enforcement
Summit with Governor Rhoden and Secretary Perry to discuss the importance of working together between the
state and the tribes to keep our communities safe. I also attended a meeting with Governor Rhoden and the Oglala
Sioux Tribe in August that focused on relationship building and strengthening economic opportunities. I continue to
advocate for State-Tribal law enforcement agreements and am hopeful that we will see more in the future. My
door is always open to discuss what these agreements would look like, so I encourage any tribal leaders who are
thinking about them to please reach out to me. Earlier that month, I also attended the Flandreau Santee Sioux
Tribal Inauguration. I know there are many Tribal elections happening across South Dakota this fall, and I
congratulate all newly elected tribal leaders. We look forward to continuing conversations.

In November, the Office of Indian Education will hold the annual Indian Education Summit in Pierre. As a friendly
reminder, Tribal Elders and college students are allowed to attend the summit free of charge.

As you read through the rest of our newsletter, you will find important updates, including information about our
STOMP Summit and photos from recent events. As always, you can stay connected through our website or Buffalo
Nation News for the latest updates.

I wish everyone a successful school year and happy fall!

Algin Young
Cabinet Secretary
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STOMP SUMMIT 9
This month, we hosted the 2026
State-Tribal Opioid and
Methamphetamine Prevention
Summit (STOMP). 

We were thankful to have tribal
leaders join us, including
Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe
President Ryan Kills-A-Hundred,
Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe
Chief of Police Brian Arnold, and
Flandreau Social Services
Coordinator Jessica Morson.

A big thank you to our recovery
speakers for bravely sharing
their powerful and inspiring
stories.

Thank you to everyone who
attended, presented, or set up a
booth. We’re grateful for your
support and look forward to
keeping these conversations
going.

STOMP RESOURCES
Behavioral Health Services Map
STOMP 9 Resources

2026
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https://dss.sd.gov/behavioralhealth/agencycounty.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/archives/opioid-meth-prev-summit-resources-historical.aspx


Kci wowahdake: Let’s Talk

Understanding culture and
heritage is essential for
providing effective
prevention strategies that
truly resonate with
communities.

Our department is on the
move with our Suicide
Prevention booth. If you
have a tribal event coming
up and would like our
suicide prevention booth to
attend, please email
dtrsocialmedia@state.sd.us.

RESOURCES
Community Toolkits
Order Suicide Prevention
Materials
988 Tribal Response
Program
Teacher Training
Suicide Data
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https://sdsuicideprevention.org/
https://www.sdsuicideprevention.org/action/outreach-materials/community-toolkit
https://www.sdsuicideprevention.org/action/order-prevention-resources
https://www.sdsuicideprevention.org/action/order-prevention-resources
https://www.greatplainstribalhealth.org/health-programs/health-promotion-and-prevention-programs/988-tribal-response-program/
https://www.greatplainstribalhealth.org/health-programs/health-promotion-and-prevention-programs/988-tribal-response-program/
https://www.sdsuicideprevention.org/action/professionals#educators
https://www.sdsuicideprevention.org/data


GOVERNOR RHODEN AND
SECRETARY YOUNG MEET WITH
GPTCHB AND OGLALA SIOUX
TRIBE

Governor Rhoden and Secretary Young
met with the Great Plains Tribal
Chairmen’s Association Law
Enforcement Summit to discuss
opporunties to work together. 

The following week, Governor Rhoden
and Secretary Young met with the
Oglala Sioux Tribe to discuss
oppportunities for collaboration on
economic development. 

 

IMPORTANT MEETINGS
& UPDATES
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DID YOU KNOW THE
DEPARTMENT OF TRIBAL
RELATIONS OFFERS AN
INTERACTIVE MAP?

This easy-to-use tool lets you
explore tribal lands, access
enrollment information, and
find key resources all in one
place. 

With the built-in 211 locator
tab, you can quickly connect
to support services across
South Dakota.

Learn More by Clicking Here

https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/tribes/interactive-map.aspx


SECRETARY YOUNG ATTENDS
DETENTION CENTER OPENING
CEREMONY

Secretary Young attended the
opening ceremony at the Sisseton
Wahpeton Oyate Detention Center.
We’re grateful to have been part of
this event.

Secretary Young was also honored
to accept a Star Quilt on behalf of
Governor Rhoden, a gesture we hold
with deep respect and
appreciation.

IMPORTANT MEETINGS
& UPDATES
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CONGRATULATIONS TO
PRESIDENT KILLS-A-
HUNDRED!

Secretary Young attended
the Flandreau Santee Sioux
Tribe Inauguration.
Congratulations to
President Ryan Kills-A-
Hundred and the other
newly elected council
members! We look forward
to continuing our work with
the Flandreau Santee Sioux
Tribe and strengthening our
partnership.



In communities all across South Dakota, children
are in need of loving and safe foster homes. In
Lakota, Tiwahé Was’agya Witayé means Families
Stronger Together and it is a time-honored
concept of the Tiospaye (extended family). There
are no orphans in Lakota/Dakota/Nakota
traditional society as children have family and
others in the community to support them if a
parent cannot. The concept of Wolakota means
living in peace and harmony by being a good
relative to those who come into our lives. These
concepts cross all cultural lines as healthy
families are the backbone of any society and by
offering a helping hand to other families in our
communities, we can build the Tiwahé Was’agya
Witayé.

The more foster families there are in our
communities, the easier it is to keep siblings
together and keep children in their own
neighborhoods and schools. Foster families of
every culture are needed to help children build
and maintain positive identities.

RESOURCES
Becoming a Foster
Parent
Get Involved
Meet the Children
Wrap Around
Services
Foster Care Brochure
Myths and Facts
Realities Flyer
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https://fosterone.sd.gov/index.aspx
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/strongerfamiliestogether/becoming_a_foster_parent.aspx
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/strongerfamiliestogether/becoming_a_foster_parent.aspx
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/strongerfamiliestogether/get_involved.aspx
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/strongerfamiliestogether/meet_the_children.aspx
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/strongerfamiliestogether/wrap_around.aspx
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/strongerfamiliestogether/wrap_around.aspx
https://dss.sd.gov/formsandpubs/docs/ADOPFOSTER/CPS19N_NA_Foster_Care_Brochure.pdf
https://dss.sd.gov/formsandpubs/docs/ADOPFOSTER/CPS21N.pdf
https://dss.sd.gov/formsandpubs/docs/ADOPFOSTER/CPS20N.pdf


OFFICE OF INDIAN
EDUCATION
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 2026 INDIAN EDUCATION SUMMIT!
Please join the Office of
Indian Education for the
2026 Indian Education
Summit. Registration is
open! We are still looking
for presenters and
exhibitors to join us at the
summit! If you are
interested please see the
links below. 

INDIAN EDUCATION
RESOURCES

Register for the Summit
Present at the Summit
Bring a booth to the
Summit
Lakota Virtues
Resources

https://www.southdakotaies.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9HhgRykaz5nzANagq3Hw5mhb-YVA2SiBJdx2ONlmAil7-6w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeM0-6_WqTrc0hQETCxzIXmBvuuW6UliMa8_q78i2BTd0mPpQ/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeM0-6_WqTrc0hQETCxzIXmBvuuW6UliMa8_q78i2BTd0mPpQ/viewform?usp=header
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/virtues.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/resources.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/indian-education.aspx


SERVICES AND CONTACT
INFORMATION
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CONTACT US

DEPARTMENT SECRETARY
Algin Young, 605.773.3415
Algin.Young@state.sd.us

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
Tammy Matson, 605.773.3415
Tammy.Matson@state.sd.us

SENIOR POLICY ANALYST
Nicole Christie, 605.773.3415
Nicole.Christie@state.sd.us

POLICY ANALYST
Abby Marquardt, 605.773.5653
Abby.Marquardt@state.sd.us

INFORMATION SPECIALIST
Dani Henkel, 605.773.5654
Dani.Henkel@state.sd.us

OFFICE OF INDIAN EDUCATION
DIRECTOR
Fred Osborn, 605.773.5975
Fred.Osborn@state.sd.us

mailto:Algin.Young@state.sd.us
mailto:Tammy.Matson@state.sd.us
mailto:Nicole.Christie@state.sd.us
mailto:Abby.Marquardt@state.sd.us
mailto:dani.henkel@state.sd.us
mailto:Fred.Osborn@state.sd.us
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/default.aspx
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