
Appendix 1 
A History of the Development of the Oceti Sakowin Essential 
Understandings 

“The hope is that citizens who are well educated about the Oceti Sakowin history and culture will be more likely to make better 
decisions in the arena of Indian issues and to get along better with one another.”   

Lakota Scholar, Dr. Craig Howe 2010 

Core Concept Work Group- 2008-2010 Team Members 

The Core Concept development was the first phase of the project which 
began in 2008 and was completed in August 2010. The development 
team consisted of a diverse group of individuals from across the state. 
This included educators of American Indian students in public school 
districts with both a high and low population of American Indian 
students. In addition, there were experts in culture, history, oral 
traditions and language along with Department of Education staff. The 
goal of the first phase of the project was to identify core concepts that 
are essential to understanding and teaching of the Oceti Sakowin 
history and culture.  
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“Opening yourself to another worldview will assist you in understanding of what occurs both in and outside of native 
communities.”   

Lakota Elder and Educator, Dottie LeBeau 2012 

Essential Understandings Work Group- 2010-2012 Team Members 

Upon completion of the identification of the Oceti Sakowin Core 
Concepts, a smaller work group was created to develop essential 
understandings and standards. The group was comprised of members 
of the original group who had experience in writing standards and one 
American Indian Studies teacher from a public school district that 
served a high number of non-Native students. The group consulted with 
Montana’s Office of Indian Education and the Indian Land Tenure 
Foundation’s standards work. The format created for the development 
of the work was designed to provide compatibility to the South Dakota 
social studies standards. The essential understandings captured the 
core concepts that were developed by the larger group. Indicators, 
standards and activities were written to provide a framework for 
additional work and various forms of implementation. Culturally 
appropriate work created by other sources was identified to support 
suggested activities.  
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“Essential Understandings will address cultural diversity, provide many new insights and concerns of local Tribal communities, 
and address challenges faced by educators and families of students. Education will be much better as a result of the commitment 
of schools, administrators and educators for meaningful engagement to raise consciousness to appreciate and respect cultural 
differences that will empower Native American students.”   

- Lakota Elder, Lydia Whirlwind Soldier 2012

2012 Revisions Team Members 

The document was revised in 2012 to include a summary introduction 
for each essential understanding. Additional historical information 
about the bands of the Oceti Sakowin was included, as well as the 
current location of those bands. A song with its historical information 
was included for each essential understanding. The primary goal for the 
additions was to increase the knowledge base of educators to assist 
them in the teaching and sharing of their material in the classroom.  
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2011-2016 Development of WoLakota Project Interviews and Website 
www.wolakotaproject.org 

2016 Review and Revision Team  

2016 Revisions Team Members 

The document was revised in 2016 to include color-coding differentiating each 
of the Understandings. Additionally, grade-independent “standards” were 
developed to give educators examples of ways that learners might demonstrate 
their growing knowledge of each of these understandings at whatever grade 
level they were at. 
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