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The Oceti Sakowin, the Seven Council Places, has a complex history that is not known by many today. It is an elusive organization 
that seemingly has no beginning and no profound understanding of when it began to unravel. Perhaps it is still in flux and 
changing to fit the contemporary needs of today. Oceti is translated as a stove or fireplace however, the term does not convey 
anything about fire or flame or a light. The focus of the meaning has more to do with the hearth which signifies the autonomy of 
a home. The established home requires a hearth owned by the Unci or the appropriate female. When defining the meaning of 
Oceti it is important to note that it is the contraction of makoce ti, which is synonymous for, Unci Maka (Grandmother Earth) 
Ocaje (name or lineage) ti (to live in an abode). Thus, there is an establishment of a matriarchal lineage which indicates tracing 
lineage from the mother’s side.   

The meaning of Sakowin is all digits of one hand and the thumb and pointing finger of the other hand or seven. The number 
seven is a cardinal number for the Oceti. The number seven is based on the sum of two other cardinal numbers which are 
considered spiritual numbers; these numbers are three and four. The significance of the number seven is also depicted through 
the clan system. Oceti Sakowin clans, as a standard were based on the number seven. All clans have seven extended families; 
each family has seven members. When a clan reaches seven extended members then the eighth member separates.   

Oceti Sakowin is a cohesive tribal society consisting of seven tribes known as the Seven Council Fires. These Seven Council Fires 
are divided into three linguistic dialects: Dakota, which includes the Sissetonwan, Wapekute, Wapeton and 
Mniwakantunwan/Bdewakantunwan; Nakota which includes the Iyanktonwan and Iyanktonwanna; and Lakota which includes 
the Oglala, Hunkpapa, Itazipcola, Hohwoju/ Mnikowoju, Sihasapa, Oohenunpa and Sicangu. (V. Douville 2012)   

Original Terms Change Adaptation Today 

Mdewakantonwan 
Spirit Lake Dwellers (Mde, lake; Wakan, spirit; tonwan, to dwell or live at) 

Bdewakantonwan Bdewakanton Mdewakanton 

Wahpekute 
Leaf Shooters (Wahpe, broad leaf/forest; kute, shoot) 

Wahpekute (soft h sound) Wa(h)pekute 

Wahpetonwan 
Forest Dwellers (Wahpe, broad leaf/forest; tonwan, live/ dwell) 

Wahpetonwan Wahpeton Wa(h)peton 

Sisitonwan 
Fish Scale Dwellers (Sisi, smell of fish scales; tonwan, to live at or dwell) 

Sisitonwan Sisiton Sisseton 

Ihanktonwan 
Dwellers at the End of the Village (Ihanke, at the end; tonwan, to live at) 
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Ihanktonwan Ihankton Yankton 

Ihantonwanna 
Little Dwellers at the end village (Yanktonnai) (Ihanke, at the end; tonwan, to dwell or live at; na, junior status) 

Ihanktonwanna Ihanktonna Yanktonai 

Tintantonwan 
Plains Dwellers (Tintan, prairie or plains; tonwan, to dwell or live at) (Teton is the anglicized version of tintan or titon) 

Tintanotonwan Titon Teton 
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