
Appendix 3 
The Tintanton or Teton 
Content provided by Victor Douville 2012 

After the Tintanton or Teton moved away from Minnesota and onto the Plains, these “L” speakers or Lakota formed their own 
seven council fires. Their own seven council fires were based on how the fire was carried from principal band to band. Since 
they could not carry the hearths that were stationary in a tipi tanka like the Santee had, the fire or embers were carried in a 
shell and only the parent or lead band of that division possessed it. This mobile hearth was called peta, hence Peta Sakowin. 
The fire was a symbol of sovereignty and wherever this makeshift hearth was placed it was home territory. 

Oyate Prior Name Time Acquired Acquired At 

Hunkpapa Inkpapaya Prior to 1700 S. Minnesota

1 Hunkpapa: Camp at the Horn(s) (Hunkpa, at the end; pa, the head) (Camp at the horns) 

The Hunkpapa got their name from their position in the camp circle. They are regarded as the anchor of the Lakota organization 
and placed at the horn or horns of the camp’s east opening.  

Itazipco Sanun 1725 Missouri River Valley 

2 Itazipcola: Without Bows or Sans Arc (Itazipa, bow; cola, without) (no bows or Sans Arc) 

The Itazipco were designated as the pipe keepers of the original pipe and because they held the spiritual covenant of the people, 
they could not handle or make bows, the weapons of death. When they formed their own band, they were unable or unwilling to 
make bows to defend themselves. Hence, enemy tribes knowing they were without bows, attacked them. Another version is 
when a fight broke out among the Sanun, the opposing sides threw down their bows and arrows and attacked each other.  

No Bows were younger than the Hunkpapa but were allotted this space for their protection, they were not allowed to make 
bows, they had holy men and the original pipe  

Mnikowoju Mnisa/Unkceyuta 1700 Red River 

3 Mnikowoju: Planters by the River (Mni, water; ikanyela, near; woju, plant) (Planters near the water) 

The Mnikowoju received their name from the time when they grew and planted crops. The other divisions scoffed at the idea of 
a hunter society turned planters or farmers; this was considered women’s work. They discouraged this practice.  

Oglala Oglalahca Prior to 1700 Minnesota 

4 Oglala: Scatter Their Own (O, noun prefix; glala, scatter their own) (scatter their own) 

The Oglala got their name from an incident when two leaders argued, and one threw ashes or dirt in the other’s face. Both 
leaders and their people separated. Since then, they were designated as one who scatters or divides their people.  

Oohenunpa Wanawega 1750 Missouri River Valley 

5 Oohenunpa: Two Boilings or Two Kettle (O, noun prefix; wohan, cook or boil; nunpa, two) (two kettle) 

The Oohenunpa received their name when they were caught in an early spring blizzard that forced them to stay in one place for 
more than several days. As a result of this, the band nearly starved to death and saved themselves by discovering a cache of corn 
that they boiled in two kettles.  
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Sicangu Cokatowela 1762 Brule Creek 

6 Sicangu: Burnt Thigh or Brule (Sican, thigh; ogu, burnt) (burnt thigh or Brule) 

The Sicangu received their name from the time when they were migrating to the Missouri River in 1762. On route to the river, a 
band called Cokaton-towela or Cokatowela (blue in the middle camp) settled down for the night and were awakened by a prairie 
fire that swept through their village destroying their camp and killing many horses. The people saved themselves by jumping in 
the nearby small lake and creek. The next morning when they examined themselves, most of them were burnt severely about 
the thighs. The other Lakota called them Sicangu.  

Sihasapa Tizaptan Prior to 1725 Upper Vermillion 

7 Sihasapa: Black Foot (Siha, soles of the foot; sapa, black) (Black sole foot) 

The Sihasapa acquired their name when they walked through miles of scorched earth. When they reached the Missouri River, 
they noticed that the soles of their feet had worn through their moccasins and were smudged by the burnt ashes.  
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