
Appendix 8  
OSEU Glossary of Terms 

● Imperialism: The creation and maintenance of an equal economic, cultural and territorial relationship between states
and often in the form of an empire, based on domination and subordination. (Wikipedia 2011)

● Manifest Destiny: The nineteenth Century belief that the United States was destined to expand across the North
American continent from the Atlantic seaboard to the Pacific Ocean. (Wikipedia 2011)

● Reservation: A territory reserved by the tribes as a permanent tribal homeland. All reservations were created through
treaties in South Dakota.

● Treaty: An express agreement under international law entered by actors in international law, mainly sovereign states
and an international organization. A treaty may also be known as an international agreement, protocol, and covenant
among other terms. Regardless of terminology all these forms of agreements are under international law equally
considered treaties and rules are the same. A treaty can be loosely compared to a contract; both are means of willing
parties assuming obligations among themselves; if either party fails to live up to their obligations it can be held liable
under international law. (Wikipedia 2011)

● Tribal Sovereignty: Tribal sovereignty in the United States refers to the inherent authority of indigenous tribes to govern
themselves within the borders of the United States. The federal government recognizes nations as “domestic dependent
nations” and has established several laws attempting to clarify the federal, state and tribal governments. The
constitution and later federal laws grant to local sovereignty to tribal nations yet do not grant full sovereign equivalent
to foreign nations, hence the term “domestic dependent nations”. (Wikipedia 2011)

● Winter Count: Pictorial calendars or histories in which tribal records or events are recorded. (Wikipedia 2011)

Oceti Sakowin Words 
• Akicita (warrior): ah-KEE-chee-tah
• Cangleska or Cangdeska: (a hoop or circle) chahn-GLAY-shkah or chahn-DAY-shkah
• Hunka Kagagapi (adopted relatives): HOON-kah kah-GAH-gah-pee
• Iktomi (a trickster in traditional stories): ik-TOH-mee
• Mila Hanska (Long Knives, U.S. Soldiers): MEE-lah HAHN-shkah
• Mitakuye Oyasin (All my relatives): mee-DAH-koo-yeh oh-YAH-seen
• Oceti Sakowin (Seven Council Fires): oh-CHEH-tee shah-KOH-ween
• Oyate (the people, or the entire tribal group): oh-YAH-teh
• Pehin Hanska (Long Hair, George A. Custer): PEH-heen HAHN-shkah
• Sinte Gleska (Spotted Tail): SEEN-teh GLAY-shkah
• Tiwahe (Immediate family): tee-WAH-hay
• Tiospaye (extended families): tee-OH-shpah-yay
• Wahpaha (flag song): wah-PAH-hah
• Wakeya Ikceya (tipi covers): wah-KAY-yah eek-CHAY-yah
• Waniyetu Wowapi (Winter Count): wah-nee-YEH-too woh-WAH-pee
• We Wotakuye (blood relatives): way woh-DAH-koo-yeh
• Wicoun (way of life): wee-CHOHN
• Wocantognaka (generosity): woh-CHAHN-toh-GNAH-kah
• Wocekiya (prayer song): woh-CHAY-kee-yah
• Woksape (wisdom): woh-KSAH-pay
• Woohitika (bravery): woh-OH-hee-tee-kah
• Wacipi (powwow song): wah-CHEE-pee
• Wowacintanka (fortitude): woh-wah-CHEEN-tahn-kah
• Yuonihan (honoring song): you-oh-NEE-hahn
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