WHAT IS TRIBAL REGALIA?

Tribal regalia refers to traditional
clothing and cultural items worn by
Native American, Alaska Native, and
Indigenous students to honor their
cultural heritage. It may include:

e Beaded caps

e Eagle feathers or plumes

o [raditional blankets or sashes

e Ribbon skirts or shirts
Cultural jewelry or beadwork

Office Address:

South Dakota Department of Tribal Relations
Attn: Office of Indian Education

711 E. Wells Ave.

Pierre, SD 575

CONTACT

Office of Indian Education

A GUIDE TO TRIBAL REGALIAIN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOR
GRADUATION EXERCISES

Honoring Tradition
Supporting Students

OIE DIRECTOR:
FRED OSBORN

(605) 773-5975
fred.osborn@state.sd.us


https://fred.osborn@state.sd.us

SOUTH DAKOTA LAW WHY IT MATTERS
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/13-1-66 Tribal regalia is a sacred

expression of cultural identity,
spirituality, and achievement.
Denying regalia can harm
students’ cultural and religious
rights and may violate state and

13-1-66. Wearing eagle feathers, eagle
plumes, or beaded caps- Permitted at
honoring or graduation ceremony.

The state or any of its political subdivisions federal law.
may not prohibit any Native American

student from wearing an eagle feather,

eagle plume, or an appropriate beaded

graduation cap at a school honoring or

graduation ceremony. A school

administrator may determine if a beaded

graduation cap is appropriate.

Recommendations to Schools:
e Update school honoring or graduation
ceremony to allow eagle feathers,
plumes, and beaded caps
¢ Provide early communication on

regalia rights to students and family WHAT THE LAW SAYS

Source: SL 2018, ch. 89, § 1; SL 2022, ch. B i —— B T
38,§1. e R =

IF QUESTIONS ARISE:

e Train staff on cultural and legal
requirements

e Respect cultural and religious
practices

South Dakota Codified Law 13-1-66 Public
schools may not prohibit Native American
students from wearing:

e Eagle feather

e Eagle plume

* Appropriate beaded graduation cap * Contact the student's Tribal
Education Agency/Department

¢ Refer to SD Codified Law
13-1-66 and federal protections
¢ Contact the Office of Indian

Education
Before Graduation:

¢ Review policies and share guidance

(School administrators may determine the
appropriateness of beaded caps)

During graduation:
e Ensure students wearing regalia are
not singled out or penalized


https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/13-1-66



