
Oceti Sakowin Essential Understanding 1 
Lands and Environment 
The original land base and natural resources of the Oceti Sakowin [oh-CHEH-tee shaw-KOH-we] were part of communal 
stewardship. Oceti Sakowin have a distinct and unique interrelationship with the environment.  

OSEU 1 Standards 
Note: These are not “standards” in the typical academic sense in that they are neither comprehensively exhaustive of all content 
connected with the understanding and they are not “mastery” based. They each represent a strong starting place for learning 
and instructional design. 

● Standard 1.1:  Identify changes from the historic land base to the contemporary nine-reservation land base of the
Oceti Sakowin Oyate.

● Standard 1.2:  Describe how Oceti Sakowin land stewardship was impacted through the process of treaty-making and
land ownership, and the implication of those changes.

● Standard 1.3:  Describe traditional and contemporary Oceti Sakowin perspectives on communal stewardship of land
and natural resources (flora, fauna, geographic and sacred features).

● Standard 1.4:  Demonstrate understanding of the traditional and contemporary interrelationships of the Oceti Sakowin
Oyate with respect to places, environment, and geography.

● Standard 1.5:  Identify and explain contemporary environmental issues facing Oceti Sakowin lands (i.e. Dakota Pipeline,
Missouri River Dams, Black HIlls, etc.)

● Standard 1.6 – Examine strategies the tribal governments and other tribal leaders are taking to improve the lands and
natural gifts of Oceti Sakowin people.

● Standard 1.7 - Identify all Oceti Sakowin sacred sites and their spiritual significance within Oceti Sakowin territory.

OSEU 1 Extended Description Summary 

➢ Oceti Sakowin, also known as the Sioux Nation, has as its primary languages, the Lakota, Dakota, and Nakota dialects.
➢ The Lakotas are the largest group, composed of Ospaye Sakowin (seven bands) primarily in South and North Dakota.
➢ The Dakotas or Santees, live mainly in South Dakota, Minnesota, and Nebraska.
➢ The Nakotas live primarily in South Dakota, Montana and parts of Canada.
➢ Traditional tribal customs did not include individual land ownership; land was held communally for survival and

sustenance.
➢ Communal tenure and defense of territory were integral to tribal life.
➢ Europeans introduced concepts of private land ownership, leading to conflicts with tribal customs and loss of land.
➢ Federal policies and westward expansion resulted in wars, broken treaties, and the creation of reservations.
➢ Despite adversities, Oceti Sakowin maintain their traditional values, virtues, language and culture,

ceremonies, and a basic way of life.
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OSEU 1 Suggested Differentiated Approaches for Instruction 
(generally moving from simple to more complex)  

Standard 1.1:  Identify changes from the 
historic land base to the contemporary 
nine-reservation land base of the Oceti 
Sakowin Oyate. 

● Color a South Dakota map identifying reservations
● Label a reservation map
● Identify the reservation natural resources such as water, historic sites and

other natural resources
● Create a compare and contrast map of Oceti Sakowin land lost from 1800-

present day

Standard 1.2:  Describe how Oceti Sakowin 
land stewardship was impacted through the 
process of treaty-making and land 
ownership, and the implication of those 
changes. 

● Research and develop a report on communal ownership prior to European
contact

Standard 1.3:  Describe traditional and 
contemporary Oceti Sakowin perspectives 
on communal stewardship of land and 
natural resources (flora, fauna, geographic 
and sacred features). 

● Create a chart showing how the physical geography of South Dakota lands,
within and outside of reservation boundaries, have changed over time

● Create an image that shows each reservation’s natural resources such as
water, historic sites and other natural resources and describe how they are
shared communally

Standard 1.4:  Demonstrate understanding 
of the traditional and contemporary 
interrelationships of the Oceti Sakowin 
Oyate with respect to places, environment, 
and geography. 

● Research and report on the diversity of Oceti Sakowin such as language,
lifestyle, economics and survival skills

● Create a brochure that shows Oceti Sakowin bands of the plains and
woodland lifestyles

● Construct diagrams or charts to show dialects, woodland lifestyle, plains
lifestyle, governments, social systems, economics and resources

Standard 1.5:  Identify and explain 
contemporary environmental issues facing 
Oceti Sakowin lands (i.e. Dakota Pipeline, 
Missouri River Dams, Black HIlls, etc.) 

● Design and carry out recycling projects, planting projects or clean-up
projects

● Investigate and report on water project offices in tribal communities
● Investigate and report on tribal waste management projects
● Attend and participate in a science fair

Standard 1.6 – Examine strategies the tribal 
governments and other tribal leaders are 
taking to improve the lands and natural 
gifts of Oceti Sakowin people.  

● Investigate and report on a water table in or along river systems and analyze
the impact on tribal communities

● Investigate and report on tribal land management practices
● Investigate and report on natural control
● Study natural medicinal herbs and other indigenous plants on tribal lands

Standard 1.7 - Identify all Oceti Sakowin 
sacred sites and their spiritual significance 
within Oceti Sakowin territory. 

● Create a map of this region highlighting the location of sacred sites and the
significance of each site

● Research star knowledge associated with each of the sacred sites of the
Oceti Sakowin

OSEU 1 Song 
Every individual tiospaye (band) had their own song. Songs were modified and reused for different occasions. This song was 
shared by Porcupine singers at Vermillion, S.D. in 1979 in honor of Joe Louis Bullhead. It was used as a memorial song. I was 
once told that this song came out of Bullhead South Dakota. It is said that Old Man Straw Shoot and Joe Brave Thunder used 
to sing this song. (E. Bullhead 2012)  
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Wokiksuye Olowan wan 
(A memorial song) 

Kola weksuyeye kola weksuyelo he ye yelo  
(Friend) (I remember) (Friend) (I remember) 

Kola weksuyeye kola iyapelo he ye ye yelo  
(Friend) (I remember) (Friend) (They have gone) 

Maka sitomniya akicita ye na he owakiye  
(All over the world) (Soldier) (Went) (That) (I’m helping) 

Tuwe sece k’un kola weksuye kola iyapelo he ye yelo  
(To whom it may concern) (Friend) (Remember) (Friend) 
(They have gone)  

Maka sitomniya akicita ye na he owakiyelo he ye yelo 
(All over the world) (Soldiers went) (I’m helping)  

Free Translation: We are honoring all those relatives who have 
gone to protect our freedom. (Individual’s Lakota name) I 
remember my friend. They have been all around the world. (E. 
Bullhead 2012)  

OSEU 1 Extended Description 
Oceti Sakowin (historically, known to some as the Sioux Nation) is a Native confederacy speaking three different dialects: the 
Lakota, Dakota and Nakota. The Lakota are the largest of the three groups, composed of seven bands living primarily in South 
and North Dakota. The Dakota or Santee, composed of five bands live primarily in South Dakota, Minnesota and Nebraska. The 
Nakota, composed of three bands live primarily in South Dakota and Montana.   

Native inhabitants of America did not have a concept of individual land ownership. This was an intrinsically foreign concept to the 
customs and beliefs of Oceti Sakowin. Oceti Sakowin land was enjoyed and used in common by all members of the tribe for 
survival and sustenance. Communal tenure was a principle and norm of each tribe who established boundaries in the territories 
on which they lived. They defended these boundaries from encroachment by other tribes and later by foreigners. Every member 
of the tribe born into the group had a lifelong right to live on that land and became a custodian to preserve and protect the land 
for the future generations.  

Oceti Sakowin were nomadic and moved from area to area in their territory when needs arose. Europeans brought with them 
laws governing private land ownership that conflicted with traditional tribal customs and communal land tenure. Land loss and 
the creation of reservations for Oceti Sakowin could be traced to the aftermath of European immigrant contact.  
Immigrants continued to push west into Oceti Sakowin homelands resulting in wars and major battles. Treaties were signed, by 
tribes and the U.S. government, and subsequently broken mostly because of land issues. A government-to-government 
relationship was established to protect the rights and resources under tribal stewardship and is still supported by the United 
States Constitution.  

Oceti Sakowin tribal groups’ broad philosophical and holistic view on communal land enterprise and philanthropy continues. 
Sharing and giving for the benefit of all, are concepts that are deeply rooted in the culture of Oceti Sakowin. In the midst of great 
adversities, the strength of the Oceti Sakowin indicates a proud people, still living, and striving by their centuries-old modes and 
manners through generations, keeps them the great people they are today. Communal practices, processes and land holdings are 
still an all-encompassing traditional culture of the Oceti Sakowin. (L. Whirlwind Soldier 2012)  
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