Oceti Sakowin Essential Understanding 7
Way of Life and Philosophy

The essential philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin [oh-CHEH-tee shaw-KOH-we] wicoun [wee-CHO] (way of life) is based on the
values of the Oceti Sakowin which support a thriving, prosperous, and flourishing Oyate [oh-YAH-tay] (people). Tribal
communities have put considerable effort into pedagogy, early education and economic development, Tribal universities and
colleges, wellness centers, cultural traditions, and language growth and expansion.

OSEU 7 Standards

Note: These are not “standards” in the typical academic sense in that they are neither comprehensively exhaustive of all content
connected with the understanding and they are not “mastery” based. They each represent a strong starting place for learning
and instructional design.

e Standard 7.1 Analyze how the values apply to change for tribal communities over time and reinforce the essential
philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin, demonstrating strength.

e Standard 7.2 Examine and describe actions taken by Oceti Sakowin individuals and communities that bring about social
change.

e Standard 7.3 Demonstrate how the people are continuing to promote an Oceti Sakowin way of life.

e Standard 7.4 Use Oceti Sakowin philosophy to problem-solve concepts and tackle unfamiliar challenges.

OSEU 7 Extended Description Summary

> The Oceti Sakowin way of life is rooted in communal values that ensure their continuation for generations.
Key values include bravery, fortitude, generosity, and wisdom.
The Oceti Sakowin are proud people with a rich heritage and a history of being hunters and Akicita .

Tribal values are tied to sovereignty and land preservation, with careful consideration given to economic development
opportunities that align with tradition and culture.

Efforts to address high unemployment rates include economic development initiatives focusing on wind and solar

energy, tribal lands development, natural resource conservation, and tourism.

> Education plays a crucial role, with Native nations forming the American Indian Higher Education Consortium and
expanding higher learning offerings to include graduate and potentially doctoral programs in various fields.

> Despite facing injustices, the Oceti Sakowin remain proud and strong, reinforcing their beliefs in tribal life and striving

to build better lives for future generations.
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OSEU 7 Suggested Differentiated Approaches for Instruction

(generally moving from simple to more complex)

Standard 7.1 Analyze how o Create classroom rules that promote student self-determination
the values apply to change o Define resiliency and how it is present in nature (i.e. adaptation of plants and animals to
for tribal communities over changes over time)
time and reinforce the e Share a personal experience that exhibited the values of courage and/or fortitude
essential philosophy of the ® Research and document how personal rights are incorporated in self-determination
Oceti Sakowin, e \Write a 5-paragraph essay on the American Indian Movement and events that led up to the
demonstrating strength. occupation of Wounded Knee
e Construct timelines, linear and/or cyclical, with explanation of the impact of events that
created change beginning with the Self Determination Era
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Standard 7.2 Examine and e Trace a student’s personal development over time and identify similarities to changes
describe actions taken by within Oceti Sakowin communities
Oceti Sakowin individuals ® Investigate a contemporary issue (i.e. social, environmental, etc.) and explain the response
and communities that bring of Oceti Sakowin individuals and communities
about social change. e Compare and contrast the differences and similarities of tribal colleges and mainstream
colleges and universities
o Research contemporary tribal people who have made or are making an impact and positive
change within their community or state
Standard 7.3 Demonstrate e Reflect on an Iktomi (spider/the trickster) story
how the people are o C(Create a personalized tipi or parfleche
continuing to promote an e Share a personal experience that exhibits each value of the Oceti Sakowin
Oceti Sakowin way of life. e |dentify themes and concepts presented in Oceti Sakowin oral traditions (i.e. behaviors in
Iktomi stories, etc.)
® Research and explain the role of Oceti Sakowin societies within traditional social structure

(i.e. warrior societies, law enforcement, accomplished artisans, etc.)

Standard 7.4 Use Oceti
Sakowin philosophy to
problem-solve concepts and

tackle unfamiliar challenges.

Identify a classroom challenge and invite an Oceti Sakowin Elder into the classroom. Do an
interview with the Elder to gain insights into solving the problem.

View a recorded Elder interview and have students identify challenges in their own lives
that the Elder helps to address. Have them develop a plan for implementing something
they’ve learned from the Elder.

OSEU 7 Song

This is a popular tune that was historically adapted to fit many needs. During times of great oppression people learned to adapt
to facilitate their need. The lack of religious freedom forced people to keep many practices underground to adhere to imposed

rules and regulations.

This song serves as a reminder that all need to contribute. Everyone needs to participate and become part of the solution
because we are depending on you. (E. Bullhead 2012)

Yu Oninhan Olowan Wan

(An Honor Song)

Oyate bleheciyapoyo hawelo heyeyeya

(People) (Humble yourself)

He wacipo ninja waciyaninpeyelo
(That)(Dance) (You too) (Depending on you)

Heyeyeya

Tokasni t okasni ninja waciyaninpelo

Free Translation: My people
humble yourself, go ahead and
dance, the people are
depending on you. It’s okay to
dance your part in the circle.
Translated and composed by
Earl Bullhead. (E. Bullhead
2012)

(It’s alright) (It’s alright) (You too) (Depending on you)

Heyeyeyo
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OSEU 7 Extended Description

The essential thought and philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin wicoun (way of life) is based on values that are centuries old.
Communal way of life has ensured that the Oceti Sakowin will continue for generations to come. The foundation on which
survival is based are the Oceti Sakowin values woohitika (bravery), wowacintanka (fortitude), wacantognaka (generosity) and
woksape (wisdom).

The Oceti Sakowin are proud people with a rich heritage and many famous patriot chiefs. They were known to be hunters and
eminent warriors of the plains and woodlands of present-day Minnesota and South Dakota. Men gained prestige through
exemplified values and virtues throughout their lifetime deeds, reflected in the honor of tribe and family. Women possessed
family lodges and all it contained. A close-knit family unit is central; the children are held as deep spiritual gifts.

Tribal values are intrinsically rooted in tribal sovereignty and land preservation. Today, tribal councils still place high value on
revitalizing Oceti Sakowin wicoun (way of life). As economic interests frequently conflict with tribal tradition and culture, careful
consideration is given to the types of businesses that the tribes allow onto reservations.

To address high unemployment rates, tribal councils are continually looking at economic development opportunities such as
wind and solar energy, development of tribal lands, conservation of natural resources and tourism.

Education is at the forefront of these initiatives. Since 1970 Native nations banded together forming the American Indian Higher
Education Consortium. Beginning with two- and four-year programs, the higher learning offerings have expanded into graduate
degrees and are on the threshold of offering doctoral programs. They offer degrees in a variety of areas such as: nursing,
education, business administration, social sciences and Native American language and studies.

The Oceti Sakowin are still here, still proud, still strong and in the face of many injustices have entered this century with fortitude
and with their values intact, to reinforce their beliefs in tribal life and with determination to overcome and build better lives for

their children. (L. Whirlwind Soldier 2012)
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