
OSEU at a Glance 

OSEU 1: Lands & Environment 
The original land base and natural resources of the Oceti Sakowin [oh-CHEH-tee shaw-KOH-we] were part of communal 
stewardship. Oceti Sakowin have a distinct and unique interrelationship with the environment.  

OSEU 2: Identity & Strength 

There is a unique identity and strength among individuals within the Oceti Sakowin [oh-CHEH-tee shaw-KOH-we] Oyate [oh-YAH-
tay] (people). A continuum of Oceti Sakowin identity, unique to each individual, ranges from a traditional to contemporary 
lifestyle.  

OSEU 3: Culture & Traditions 

The origin, thought and philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin [oh-CHEH-tee shaw-KOH-we] continues in the contemporary lifestyles 
of the Oyate (Nation). The culture, traditions and languages are incorporated and observed by the Ospaye (the people) both on 
and off the reservations. 

OSEU 4: Wotakuye [wo-TAK-oo-yay] (Kinship) 
Oceti Sakowin [oh-CHEH-tee shaw-KOH-we] kinship systems provide a framework for both individual and group dynamics and 
behavior. Its protocols promote harmony, consensus, a sense of order, and unity. Mitakuye Oyasin [mi-TAK-oo-yay  oh-YAH-se] 
(We are all related).  

OSEU 5: Oral Tradition & Story 
History told from the Oceti Sakowin [oh-CHEH-tee shaw-KOH-we] perspective, through oral traditions, songs, dances, visual arts, 
prayers, ceremonies, regalia and more recently, written accounts, frequently conflicts with the histories written by historians 
who are not Oceti Sakowin. An analysis of multiple perspectives reveals history in a more inclusive and accurate way. 

OSEU 6: Sovereignty & Treaties 
Throughout American history, federal policies and treaties have had adverse effects on the Oceti Sakowin [oh-CHEH-tee shaw-
KOH-we Oyate [oh-YAH-tay] (people). As sovereign nations, tribes have possessed the authority to engage in government-to-
government relationships. The dynamics of these relationships have significantly influenced the interactions between each tribe, 
their state(s), and the federal government, with outcomes varying across tribes. 

OSEU 7: Way of Life & Philosophy 

The essential philosophy of the Oceti Sakowin [oh-CHEH-tee shaw-KOH-we] wicoun [wee-CHO] (way of life) is based on the 
values of the Oceti Sakowin which support a thriving, prosperous, and flourishing Oyate [oh-YAH-tay] (people). Tribal 
communities have put considerable effort into pedagogy, early education and economic development, Tribal universities and 
colleges, wellness centers, cultural traditions, and language growth and expansion. 
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