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OSEU 7: WAY OF LIFE & DEVELOPMENT

Standard 7.1 

Identify policies that were 
established during the self- 
determination era which 
created a change for tribal 
communities and reinforced 
the essential philosophy 
of the Oceti Sakowin, 
demonstrating resiliency.

Standard 7.1

•	 Create classroom rules that promote student self-determination

•	 Define resiliency and how it is present in nature (i.e. adaptation of plants and animals to changes 
over time)

•	 Share a personal experience that exhibited the values of courage and/or fortitude

•	 Research and document how personal rights are incorporated in self-determination

•	 Write a 5 paragraph essay on the American Indian Movement and events that led up to the 
occupation of Wounded Knee

•	 Construct timelines, linear and/or cyclical, with explanation of the impact of events that created 
change beginning with the Self Determination Era

Standard 7.2 

Examine and describe 
actions taken by Oceti 
Sakowin individuals and 
communities that bring 
about social change.

Standard 7.2

•	 Trace a student’s personal development over time and identify similarities to changes within Oceti 
Sakowin communities

•	 Investigate a contemporary issue (i.e. social, environmental, etc.) and explain the response of Oceti 
Sakowin individuals and communities

•	 Compare and contrast the differences and similarities of tribal colleges and mainstream colleges 
and universities

•	 Research contemporary tribal people who have made or are making an impact and positive change 
within their community or state

•	 Identify, research, and present (i.e. PowerPoint presentation, report, film, etc.) on racial 
stereotypes, fallacies, and misconceptions versus reality (i.e. myths vs. truths)

Standard 7.3 

Students will identify ways 
that the Oceti Sakowin 
values provide resiliency in 
keeping the Oceti Sakowin 
way of life.

Standard 7.3

•	 Reflect on an Iktomi (spider/the trickster) story

•	 Create a personalized tipi or parfleche

•	 Share a personal experience that exhibits each value of the Oceti Sakowin

•	 Identify themes and concepts presented in Oceti Sakowin oral traditions (i.e. behaviors in Iktomi 
stories, etc.)

•	 Research and explain the role of Oceti Sakowin societies within traditional social structure (i.e. 
warrior societies, law enforcement, accomplished artisans, etc.)
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OCETI SAKOWIN (SEVEN COUNCIL PLACES) 
Content provided by Victor Douville 2012

The Oceti Sakowin, the Seven Council Places, has a complex history that is not known by many today. It is an elusive 
organization that seemingly has no beginning and no profound understanding of when it began to unravel. Perhaps it 
is still in flux and changing to fit the contemporary needs of today. Oceti is translated as a stove or fireplace however, 
the term does not convey anything about fire or flame or a light. The focus of the meaning has more to do with the 
hearth which signifies the autonomy of a home. The established home requires a hearth owned by the Unci or the 
appropriate female. When defining the meaning of Oceti it is important to note that it is the contraction of makoce ti, 
which is synonymous for, Unci Maka (Grandmother Earth) Ocaje (name or lineage) ti (to live in an abode). Thus there is an 
establishment of a matriarchal lineage which indicates tracing lineage from the mother’s side.

The meaning of Sakowin is all digits of one hand and the thumb and pointing finger of the other hand or seven. The 
number seven is a cardinal number for the Oceti. The number seven is based on the sum of two other cardinal numbers 
which are considered spiritual numbers; these numbers are three and four. The significance of the number seven is also 
depicted through the clan system. Oceti Sakowin clans, as a standard were based on the number seven. All clans have 
seven extended families; each family has seven members. When a clan reaches seven extended members then the eighth 
member separates.

Oceti Sakowin is a cohesive tribal society consisting of seven tribes known as the Seven Council Fires. These Seven 
Council Fires are divided into three linguistic dialects: Dakota, which includes the Sissetonwan, Wapekute, Wapeton and 
Mniwakantunwan/Bdewakantunwan; Nakota which includes the Iyanktonwan and Iyanktonwanna; and Lakota which 
includes the Oglala, Hunkpapa, Itazipcola, Hohwoju/ Mnikowoju, Sihasapa, Oohenunpa and Sicangu. (V. Douville 2012)

Original Terms Change Adaptation Today

Mdewakantonwan 
Spirit Lake Dwellers (Mde, lake; Wakan, spirit; tonwan, to dwell or live at)

Bdewakantonwan Bdewakanton Mdewakanton

Wahpekute 
Leaf Shooters (Wahpe, broad leaf/forest; kute, shoot )

Wahpekute (soft h sound) Wa(h)pekute

Wahpetonwan 
Forest Dwellers (Wahpe, broad leaf/forest; tonwan, live/ dwell)

Wahpetonwan Wahpeton Wa(h)peton

Sisitonwan 
Fish Scale Dwellers (Sisi, smell of fish scales; tonwan, to live at or dwell)

Sisitonwan Sisiton Sisseton

Ihanktonwan 
Dwellers at the End of the Village (Ihanke, at the end; tonwan, to live at)

Ihanktonwan Ihankton Yankton

Ihantonwanna 
Little Dwellers at the end village (Yanktonnai) (Ihanke, at the end; tonwan, to dwell or live at; na, junior status)

Ihanktonwanna Ihanktonna Yanktonai

Tintantonwan 
Plains Dwellers (Tintan, prairie or plains; tonwan, to dwell or live at) (Teton is the anglicized version of tintan or titon)

Tintanotonwan Titon Teton
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THE TINTANTON OR TETON 
Content provided by Victor Douville 2012

After the Tintanton or Teton moved away from Minnesota and onto the Plains, these “L” speakers or Lakota formed their 
own seven council fires. Their own seven council fires were based on how the fire was carried from principal band to band. 
Since they could not carry the hearths that were stationary in a tipi tanka like the Santee had, the fire or embers were 
carried in a shell and only the parent or lead band of that division possessed it. This mobile hearth was called peta, hence 
Peta Sakowin. The fire was a symbol of sovereignty and wherever this makeshift hearth was placed it was home territory.

Oyate Prior Name Time Acquired Acquired At

Hunkpapa Inkpapaya Prior to 1700 S. Minnesota

1 Hunkpapa: Camp at the Horn(s) (Hunkpa, at the end; pa, the head) (Camp at the horns)

The Hunkpapa got their name from their position in the camp circle. They are regarded as the anchor of the Lakota 
organization and placed at the horn or horns of the camp’s east opening.

Itazipco Sanun 1725 Missouri River Valley

2 Itazipcola: Without Bows or Sans Arc (Itazipa, bow; cola, without) (no bows or Sans Arc)

The Itazipco were designated as the pipe keepers of the original pipe and because they held the spiritual covenant of the 
people, they could not handle or make bows, the weapons of death. When they formed their own band, they were unable 
or unwilling to make bows to defend themselves. Hence, enemy tribes knowing they were without bows, attacked them. 
Another version is when a fight broke out among the Sanun, the opposing sides threw down their bows and arrows and 
attacked each other.

No Bows were younger than the Hunkpapa but were allotted this space for their protection, they were not allowed to 
make bows, they had holy men and the original pipe

Mnikowoju Mnisa/Unkceyuta 1700 Red River

3 Mnikowoju: Planters by the River (Mni, water; ikanyela, near; woju, plant) (Planters near the water)

The Mnikowoju received their name from the time when they grew and planted crops. The other divisions scoffed at the 
idea of a hunter society turned planters or farmers; this was considered women’s work. They discouraged this practice.

Oglala Oglalahca Prior to 1700 Minnesota

4 Oglala: Scatter Their Own (O, noun prefix; glala, scatter their own) (scatter their own)

The Oglala got their name from an incident when two leaders argued and one threw ashes or dirt in the other’s face. Both 
leaders and their people separated. Since then they were designated as one who scatters or divides their people.

Oohenunpa Wanawega 1750 Missouri River Valley

5 Oohenunpa: Two Boilings or Two Kettle (O, noun prefix; wohan, cook or boil; nunpa, two) (two kettle)

The Oohenunpa received their name when they were caught in an early spring blizzard that forced them to stay in one 
place for more than several days. As a result of this, the band nearly starved to death and saved themselves by discovering 
a cache of corn that they boiled in two kettles.
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Oyate Prior Name Time Acquired Acquired At

Sicangu Cokatowela 1762 Brule Creek

6 Sicangu: Burnt Thigh or Brule (Sican, thigh; ogu, burnt) (burnt thigh or Brule)

The Sicangu received their name from the time when they were migrating to the Missouri River in 1762. On route to 
the river, a band called Cokaton-towela or Cokatowela (blue in the middle camp) settled down for the night and were 
awakened by a prairie fire that swept through their village destroying their camp and killing many horses. The people 
saved themselves by jumping in the nearby small lake and creek. The next morning when they examined themselves, most 
of them were burnt severely about the thighs. The other Lakota called them Sicangu.

Sihasapa Tizaptan Prior to 1725 Upper Vermillion

7 Sihasapa: Black Foot (Siha, soles of the foot; sapa, black) (Black sole foot)

The Sihasapa acquired their name when they walked through miles of scorched earth. When they reached the Missouri 
River, they noticed that the soles of their feet had worn through their moccasins and were smudged by the burnt ashes.
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CURRENT LOCATIONS OF OCETI SAKOWIN BANDS
Content provided by Victor Douville 2012 

South Dakota

•	 Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe: Hohwoju, Sihasapa, Oohenunpa & Itazipco

•	 Crow Creek Sioux Tribe: Lower Ihanktonwanna

•	 Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe: Mdewakanton, Wahpkute & Wahpeton

•	 Lower Brule Sioux Tribe Kul Wicasa: Sicangu

•	 Lower Sioux Community: Mdewakanton & Wahpekute

•	 Oglala Sioux Tribe-Pine Ridge: Oglala

•	 Rosebud Sioux Tribe-Rosebud: Sicangu (Heyata or Upper)

•	 Standing Rock Sioux Tribe: Hunkpapa, Papaksa & Upper Ihanktonwanna

•	 Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux Tribe: Sisseton & Wahpeton

•	 Yankton Sioux Tribe: Ihanktonwan

Minnesota 

•	 Prairie Island Mdewakanton Tribe: Mdewakanton & Wahpekute 

•	 Shakopee Mdewakanton Tribe: Mdewakanton & Wahpekute Upper 

•	 Sioux Community: Mdewakanton, Wahpeton & Sisseton

North Dakota

•	 Spirit Lake Tribe: Sisseton, Wahpeton & Upper Ihanktonwanna

Montana 

•	 Ft. Peck-Assiniboine-Sioux Tribe: Hunkpapa, Assiniboine, Upper Ihankton-wanna or Papaksa, Sisseton, Wahpeton, 
Mdewakanton & Wahpekute

Nebraska

•	 Santee Sioux Tribe: Mdewakanton & Wahpekute
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SOUTH DAKOTA RESERVATION MAP
South Dakota Tribal Government Relations 2010 - Reservation Map
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

•	 Iktomi: Trickster

•	 Imperialism: The creation and maintenance of an equal economic, cultural and territorial relationship between states 
and often in the form of an empire, based on domination and subordination. (Wikipedia 2011)

•	 Manifest Destiny: The nineteenth Century belief that the United States was destined to expand across the North 
American continent from the Atlantic seaboard to the Pacific Ocean. (Wikipedia 2011)

•	 Mitakuye Oyasin: All my relatives

•	 Oceti Sakowin: (Camp Fires) (Seven) {Seven Council Fires}

•	 Oyate: People

•	 Reservation: A territory reserved by the tribes as a permanent tribal homeland. All reservations were created through 
treaties in South Dakota.

•	 Sinte Gleska: Spotted Tail

•	 Tiwahe: The immediate household or family

•	 Treaty: An express agreement under international law entered into by actors in international law, mainly sovereign 
states and an international organization. A treaty may also be known as an international agreement, protocol, and 
covenant among other terms. Regardless of terminology all these forms of agreements are under international law 
equally considered treaties and rules are the same. A treaty can be loosely compared to a contract; both are means of 
willing parties assuming obligations among themselves; if either party fails to live up to their obligations it can be held 
liable under international law. (Wikipedia 2011)

•	 Tribal Sovereignty: Tribal sovereignty in the United States refers to the inherent authority of indigenous tribes to 
govern themselves within the borders of the United States. The federal government recognizes nations as “domestic 
dependent nations” and has established a number of laws attempting to clarify the federal, state and tribal 
governments. The constitution and later federal laws grant to local sovereignty to tribal nations yet do not grant full 
sovereign equivalent to foreign nations, hence the term “domestic dependent nations”. (Wikipedia 2011)

•	 Winter Count: Pictorial calendars or histories in which tribal records or events are recorded. (Wikipedia 2011- see for more)
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