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"In the old days, 
they said that you were 
measured by your generosity, 
not how much money 
you earned... 
Jou were measured 
by how you could feed 
the people... 
how you could 
house them, how you 
could take care of them." 

--Elder Faith 5potted Eagle 
gathering to Protect the Sacred 



Jou are but a mere speck 
In the vastness of all Creation. 
Sometimes you feel unimportant, 
but to Creat ion , you are 
important... 

Creation needs you... 
anJ you need Creat ion"
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stories will guide you, he lp 
to learn, help you to uni tand.. . 

Elder Duane Hollow Horn Fear 



We've not been in reservations most of 

our thousands of years of existence as 

a people... so I try to encourage young 

people to think of their identity in a 

bigger way... as part of the Seven 

Fireplaces, as an individual identity, as 

what language they speak or even as 

their Tiospaye- their extended family. 

Back in the day, our Tiospaye was the 
most important part of our identity... 

we asked, "Who are your relatives?" 

..... Elder Jace DeCory 



There was no word for "envi ronmentalist"-that 
concept-in our language at all. And really, if you 
stop to think about it , there's no word for 
"wilderness" in our language because we were part 
of a whole. We weren't apart from it. There's a 
word, that's " manitu" that's become the word for 
wilderness like a lot of other words have become 
something else with the influence of Euro-American 
culture, but "manitu" simply meant where the 
people were not . That's all ... but it was all a whole. 
There was nol that sense of "wildness" that the 
Europeans had. They were afraid of everything out 
there that wa sn ' t a part of the i r little village or a part 
of their little enclave. They were totally afraid of it. 
That was the difference. 

Joseph Ma rshall HI 

Lakota Elder 
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ever known. You know 

what it is? It's love. Any 

problem can be solved with 
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"When we look at the American Dream and the 

Lakota Dream, how can we put those together? 

Some will say we can't, some will say we 

shouldn't and my personal view is that we 

must... for the sake of our children. For the 
� 

of our children we must put something • 

so they feel that they don't have to aba 

their Being as Lakota. You shouldn't ha 

abandon that... you shouldn't have to f 

emb s houl dn't have 

as seco ary. That's what you 
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We can be a part of that I173 

Jesse Taken Alive 

Elder, Standing Rock Reservation 



The human spirit 

transcends language and culture 

and gender and geography 

a 

Kevin Locke' 
«0a on"TV.5kcouol.Ambassa dor 



We do not 
want riches, 

we want 
peace and 

love. 
Red Cloud 



Let Us Put Our Minds 
Together And See 

What Life We Can Make 
For Our Children 

Sitting Bull 




