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LETTER FROM SECRETARY FLUTE
Greetings!
Thank you for taking time to visit our website and reading through some of the initiatives we are working on
and events we have attended.
The Department of Tribal Relations is grateful to be part of the on-going Suicide Prevention initiative. One of
DTR’s new efforts is a booth that has been set up at different events to share current information and resources
for all that we engage with and those that stop by the booth to learn more. We thank all our state and tribal
partners for their collaboration, and a special “wopida tanka,” “thank you,” to the Department of Social Services
and Department of Health for their on-going support to DTR and supporting DTR’s Suicide Prevention booth.
Please look for links in our newsletters to receive more information to this important initiative.
I would also like to share a very special “thank you” to the Great Plains Tribal Leaders Health Board and inviting
us to the United Tribes of North Dakota annual regional summit and giving us an opportunity to set up our
Suicide Prevention booth and share information and resources with a very large native population. We say,
“wopida tanka,” to the GPTLHB and staff for all their help.
The Military Order of the Purple Heart held its annual national convention in Rapid City this year and invited me
to give a keynote during the evening gala. It was a great honor to share some of our tribal culture and history
with MOPHO and Ladies Auxiliary.
The DTR produces Tribal Tuesday videos that contain short cultural information
for people to learn more about native culture and history in South Dakota.
Please subscribe to our links and newsletters to learn more.
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OFFICE UPDATES
Initiatives:
The Mission of our Department is to
develop and foster relationships
between the Nine Tribes and the State
of South Dakota to advance diplomatic
government-to-government
partnerships.

Join us at the 2022 State
Tribal Meth Summit!

The Department's Vision is mutually
beneficial government-to-government
partnerships through interagency
collaboration, that meet the
challenges and enhance the wellbeing of our communities.

Meet our New
Staff!

Dawn joined the Tribal Relations
team in April of 2022 as the
Executive Assistant. Dawn enjoys
spending time with her children,
grandchildren, reading and being on
the river.
Dani joined the team in May of 2022
as an Information Specialist. In her
extra time Dani enjoys being
outdoors, fishing, traveling, and
spending time with her two cats.

Tribal Tuesday
Our department launched a weekly
newsletter and video series to promote
Native American culture and history. The
newsletter also includes upcoming events,
news, and updates from the Office of
Indian Education.
Sign up here for Tribal Tuesday!
Visit our YouTube Channel

For more information visit our website or email us at Dawn.Gordon@state.sd.us.
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RESOURCES FOR
OUTREACH
Community Toolkits
Order Suicide Prevention
Materials
Tribal Mental Health Toolkit

RECENT SDSP EVENTS:
The Department recently attended the 2022
Suicide Prevention Conference in Sioux Falls.
Our staff set up the Suicide Prevention booth
and Secretary Flute spoke in a breakout
session with Trivia Afraid of LightningCraddock from Great Plains Tribal
Chairman's Health Board about challenges
with Suicide in Tribal Communities.

Need Help? Call or Text 988
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Foster and adoptive families are greatly needed in South Dakota.
When families are unable to provide safe care for children due to
significant challenges they are experiencing, foster families are
needed. In addition to providing care for children, foster families also
provide encouragement and support to the entire family as they are
working to make changes so the children can return home. Adoptive
families who can support children's identity and life-long
connections are also needed if children cannot return home safely. In
South Dakota most children adopted from foster care are adopted by
their foster parents who have established a relationship with the
child and their family connections.
Families supporting families is a shared value in South Dakota. By
offering a helping hand to other families in our communities, we can
build "Stronger Families Together".

For more information visit strongerfamiliestogether.gov
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OFFICE OF
INDIAN EDUCATION
A Successful Summit!

The Office of Indian Education
held a three-day conference for
educators in July. Topics of
discussion included 2022-2023
school year lesson plans and
cultural education for current
Wóokiye teachers. Learn more
about the Wóokiye Project by
visiting the Office of Indian
Education page.

The Office of Indian Education
held their 19th Annual Summit in
September. There were twentyfive different break-out sessions
that offer a diversity of topics and
speakers. The final day of the
summit was designated as a youth
day. Thank you to all those that
attended!

2022 Summit
Resources
For more information visit our website or email us at Fred.Osborn@state.sd.us.
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SERVICES &
INFORMATION
CONTACT US
DEPARTMENT SECRETARY
David Flute, 605.773.3415
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
Dawn Gordon, 605.773.3415
SENIOR POLICY ANALYST
Nicole Schneider, 605.773.3415
POLICY ANALYST
Mark Garcia, 605.773.5653
INFORMATION SPECIALIST
Dani Henkel, 605.773.5654
OFFICE OF INDIAN EDUCATION
DIRECTOR
Fred Osborn, 605.773.5975
PROGRAM ASSISTANT
Vacant
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